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Why Discipleship Journeys with Jesus? 
 
 
The DJJ ministry is only about six months old. Yet we’ve made remarkable strides! However, this seems 
like a good time to revisit the question: Why this ministry? 
 
After working most of my career as a church planter or church planting trainer, this seems like a big 
change of direction. But is it really that big? 
 
At Dynamic Church Planting International, we taught “The Balance Principle.” The point was that     
evangelism and discipleship must be in balance. BOTH are VITAL. Neither is to be ignored or              
diminished. 
 
Yet while most church plants excel in evangelism, they’re not as good in discipleship. In fact, we taught 
church planters that they need a “Process of Discipleship,” but we expected them to go out and develop 
their own. I’m convinced that the vast majority never developed a “Process of Discipleship.” 
 
Therefore, the vision of helping church planters with this need had been on my heart a long time. 
 
The vision of DJJ is to provide a clear process of Discipleship to church plants, and ALL who desire      
discipleship. 
 
Interestingly, there is no command in Scripture to “plant churches.” However, there is one imperative in 
the Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20: “make disciples!” 
 
Since starting the DJJ ministry, the need to provide a clear path of discipleship has been affirmed over  
and over. For example, one leader from Brazil stated; 
 

  What DJJ is doing is meeting probably the greatest need today. It is crucial for  
  both newer churches and existing churches also. Churches become weaker if there  
  is no discipleship. It is a lifelong need for Christians. They never graduate. The   
  church in Brazil for example, is a mile wide and an inch deep. The reason many  
  churches are so shallow is because they lack  discipleship. 
 
 

So, thank you for helping us fulfill this crucial need and begin this ministry. Yes, it is a journey of faith  
to start a new mission. Yes, there are bumps along the road and many challenges.  
 
But God “…is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at  
work within us.” (Ephesians 3:20 ESV) Amen! 
            
 
        
       For Making Disciples, 
            

       Mark Williams 
            mark@djjministry.org 
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Thanking God for: 

• Lesson writing– Mark has been able to keep on 
a good pace for writing lessons.  

• DJJ class at New Song Community Church 
Oceanside, CA. just completed the 1st quarter. 
Grateful for the input received during this class. 

• Financial Supporters-without their generosity 
this ministry could not function. 

• Growing excitement as more beta testers are     
working through the lessons with others. 

• For those who are volunteering their time and 
God-given talents.  

• His timing-God seems to be moving this the 
pace of the ministry in sync with the work that 
needs to happen.  

• Online Training-the vision-casting for the    
future online training is exciting.  
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Praying for: 

• Clarity in writing-that Mark will cover the  
important parts of discipleship and it will be 
compelling. 

• Staff and Volunteer Recruitment– for the 
right people to join the ministry. 

• Support raising– for support to cover all of the 
needs of the ministry.   

• Online lesson formatting. Pray for our web 
designer as he works out the details on how to 
make this training be interactive and desirable in 
the format offered. Another possibility is having 
a training app. 

• Funding for Israel filming. This is going to be 
an integral part of the lesson format. Need to 
cover the cost of travel expenses, permitting, 
videographers and editing. Praying for $20,000 
in special donations by July. 

       Prayer Requests 

He [Jesus] told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord 
of  the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his  harvest field.” Luke 10:2 NIV 

 Ways to Donate:       Visit the website and use    

  Mail a check to:                             the “donate” button to   

  P.O. Box 2975                              set up a reoccurring gift  

  Vista, CA 92085-2975                  or a special gift.     
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